	Read and match the articles and the questions
Sightseeing in Kirov
A.______________________________________________________
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People call Theatre Square the heart of the city. This place is an attractive sight for tourists especially when people celebrate different holidays there and have fairs, sport races and concerts in the open air. Nowadays, in the centre of the square there is a small garden where you can have a rest. The remarkable musical fountain in the middle decorates the beautiful garden. The fountain was built in 1976. It’s very pleasant to relax near it.

The square was founded in the 18th century.  The first name of the square was Khlebnaya Square because the merchants of Vyatka sold grain, flour and bread here. In 1877 the Theatre was built and the Square was renamed Theatre Square.
Kirov Regional Drama and Comedy Theatre is situated in Theatre Square.

The first performance took place in Vyatka in 1815. It was an amateur theatre. The amateur performances were extremely popular with the citizens. So, the first building of the theatre in Kirov was built in 1877. It was small and made of wood. People called it “a box of matches”. In one of the fires the wooden building was destroyed by the fire. 

A lot of outstanding actors performed on the stage of this historic building: in 1924 the famous American ballet-dancer Isidore Dunkan danced here; in 1928 Vladimir Mayakovsky recited his poems on the stage of the theatre. 
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	The modern building of Kirov Drama and Comedy Theatre was built in 1939.

Nowadays, Kirov has 3 professional theatres: 

· Kirov Regional Drama and Comedy Theatre, 

· The Theatre for Young Spectators, 

· The Puppet Theatre

If you are fond of music , you can visit the Philarmonic Concert Hall or the Organ Music hall in Lenin Street
Exercises on the text A
Reading Comprehension 
· Match the Questions with the Dates
1
When was Theatre Square founded?

a
1976

2
When was the musical fountain built?

b
1877

3
When was the wooden building of the Drama Theatre erected?

c
1928
4
When did Mayakovsky recite his poems on the stage of the Drama Theatre in Vaytka?

d
1939
5
When was the modern building of Kirov Drama and Comedy Theatre built?
e
the 18th century.

· Answer the questions
Why was the square in the centre of the city called Theatre Square?

What was the original name of Theatre Square?
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